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GENERAL CONDITIONS, 


The outlook in the Ninth District for a fair crop of corn of 
merchantable quality has been considerably impaired by slow progress 
during September, Weather conditions have been such that the crop hes not 
made the progress that was expected and there will be a very large amount 
of soft corn and fodder, which farmers will have to stack or utilize for 
ensilage, Plax has made good progress in the portions of the district 
where it is an important crop and a considerable amount has been cut. 

The yields will be very good, Threshing is generally in progress and 
the reports from the machines bear out the earlier predictions of heavy 
yields of all small grains. Business is generally good and is re~ 


. Sponding favorably to the conditions created by an excellent harvest. 
A smaller amount of grain is moving to market than at this time a year 
ago and there is a considerable shortage of receipts at terminals, 
Early shipments are being absorbed by the milling and other demands, and 
& general movement is not anticipated for ten days or two weeks, There 
has been some interference with threshing due to rain, which with the 
lateness of the crop, accounts for sluggish shipments up to this time, 


NORTHERN MICHIGAN, 


Conditions in upper Michigan have shown no great change during 
the month, The banks are plentifully supplied with money and merchants 
are doing more business than a year ago, with collections easier, Wages 
are satisfactory and labor is fully employed, In the mining industry 
conditions are very active and the lumber industry, which has been very 


much depressed, shows considerable improvement, both as to shipments 
and prices, 


WISCONSIN 


The corn situation in Wisconsin is very uneven, with reports ¢ 
damage at many points. The development of the crop in September was slow, 
The late potato crop also shows unevenness but, although there has been 


damage in some localities, it will still be a good crop. 


At the northern Wisconsin lake ports, wage disbursements of the 
railroads and greater activity at the coal and ore docks has helped business, 
Retail trade is fairly brisk, with excellent prospects, The Wiscorsin peper 
mills show an improvement and are beginning to run on full time, There !s 
some improvement in both the wholesale and retail lumber trade. The small 
grain crops are very good and the hay and forage crop throughout the state 
has been heavy, Light rains have been very beneficial to pasturage with 
consequent benefit to the dairy interests, Reports from all points shov a 
disposition to utilize soft corn by feeding it on the farms and considersb:e 


active work has been done to encourage farmers to put stock on feed durit? 
the winter months, 





MINNESOTA, 


Business conditions over the state generaily are very satisfactory, 
Collections are improving and the demand for money is abovt normal, with rates 
maintaining about the same level as a month ago, Threshing of the small grain 
cro’. is in vy . ivss throughout the state and the good yields give promise of 
better than @ normal retail trade throvgnout the fall and early winter months. 
There is an evident disposition on the part of many farmers to hold wheat in 
anticipation of better prices. The corn situation is about the same as in 
Wisconsin, with a considerable proportion of the crop so slow in development 
that it will not mature, Where flax is grown, the yields have been very good. 
Potatoes are generally a good crop, but prices have been low, 


ORTH DAKOTA, 


A considerable amount of North Dakota corn has been touched by frost 
and, in common with other portions of the district, the state will have a 
large amount that will not mature, providing large quantities of feed, Flax 
is about 75% of a full average crop, but of very good quality. The yields 
have been large. The potato crop is of good quality, but the production is 
less than last year. Retail trade is a little slow, owing to the lateness 
of the harvest season and delay in threshing, Probably not more than 20% 
of the North Dakota grain crop has yet been threshed. Many farmers are 
holding wheat and the crop is moving very slowly to market with the result 
that the anticipated period of brisk fall trade has also been delayed, In- 


dications are that business during the coming month will be sood with con- 
siderable activity over the entire state, 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


South Dakota has harvested a very large small grain crop and the 
returns from threshing bear out previous favorable estimates of the yields. 
The corn crop shows considerable unevenness and part of it has already been 
very seriously damaged, With a week or ten days of favorable weather, a 
considerable amount of corn will mature properly but a great deal will be 
soft and unmarketable. There is considerable interest in utilizing tnis 
feed, either by stacking it or fow eseilegeThe ficx crop is very good and 
the yields are excellent, In the central portion of the state the potato 
crop is very heavy and of good quality. Collections are somewhat improved 
and retail mercantile business is as good, or slightly better than a year 
ago, Fall trade will be more active in ten days, when the grain begins to 
move in larger volume, The western portion of the state will have a large 
number of fat cattle to ship this fall, The demand for money is normal and 
rates hold to about the same level, 


MONTANA, 


A considerable amount of dent corn in eastern Montana has been damaged 
by frost. Flint corn shows a more favorable condition and much of it will 
be of merchantable quality, The flax crop, which is not as large in acreage 
as last year, is of finc quality and shows a heavy yield. Potatoes are a 
better crop than last year and of fine quality, Over the grain growing 
portions of the state the yields have been fully up to expectation. The 
marketing of grain has been somewhat delayed by the late season and there 
is evidence of a general disposition on the part of farmers to hold for 
better prices. Labor conditions are favorable and the mining districts con- 
tinue to show a heavy output with mines running full time. 





